Dear Dr* Goldberg 2 / 5/96 

Because wc are snowed in and it has not been possible for me to get some of 
my work retyped, my plans for today and tomorrow, I aid respond to your letter of the 
51 st with the detail without which what 1 say may not seem credible. 

There camo a time when I was so pcrploxed that there was no publisher willing 
to do Whitewash tliat I began keeping records of it* non-publishing history. They take 
up a file drawer. I hud more than a hundred rejections internationally without a, 
single adverse editorial comment. I found it incredible that a President could be 
assassinated and a book based entirely on tho official evidence could not be pub- 
lished. I then did not know it w .a the first. As you know, it has stood time’s 
ins. 1 have yet, from any uf my books, to get a call or a letter from anyone of whom 
I was critical co^lianing about unfairn ess or inaccuracy. 

I wan not prepared for the fantastic emotional response to mj first major 
radio sliow on a 50, OCX) watt cleaq-chanel station in New York and^ga\;er tiiat to the . 
first TV show, on wliat was then the largest independent station in the country, Ch.5 
in Now York. It had been scheduled as a 20-^mjjUto segement \grut it gtfo so intense they 
let the cameras roll for twh. hours and twenty minutes. Tho show was aired thehext week, 
beginning Sunday midnight. Proto tho time it ended my phone remained busy. I could not 
gel* back to bed. It was fantastic and among other tilings it told mo that people cared 
and cared vex*y much aud more, appreciated. Tliat show sold out a 5*000 print. There 
were four of them before Doll camo to me for it, having rejected it three times. 

I began by making a file folder for each person who wrotcAno but that soon 
became impossible. I filed those ^iletters and my response by the letter of the alpha- 
bet. Y/hcn I ran 0 ut of space in wy office, which although small holds six full-sized, 
four-drawer fil<? cabinets and oevety of two-drav.ers only, I had to begin to move things 
to the basement. Tliat is wheco 1 liave all the records I got via FOIA. My recollection 
is not cea^r and it lias not been safe for me to g<r to th^Silmcnt for years so ^ may 
be wrong, but I think the overflow from my office files takes \Xf three jammed, full- 


sized file cabinets. Perhaps more. 

I liave kept ever letter 1 have gotten because I believed they could make a fine 

study of popular reaction to the assassination. / 

^ if ^ l 

Along with htem, including in today* a i-^ail, there ^re innumerable let-j^ps with 

vj 

jjhoso k/riting on the subject, the one in today's mail from a stranger. 

% files are like Topsy, they just grew. 1 never had time to organize them, 
nevor tied to, and they are by letter and by name, with some by subject going back to 
^my first work at the Archives. 
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2 ' 


I now looser answer all lettorn myoelT. Until increasing feebelness prevented 
it, I did. How uy wife frequently responds witk a ca/^of which we do not have any 
copy. Tilt? reaction continues to bo simply fantastic. 1 do nut take time for it but 
I do tell you thrt thin paper io part of two cases of it a man who wanted to come here 
and did decided he wanted to send us* He sent that and more* 

To a largo degree , if not for the most part, those who used my work did not 
bother to'^lc me* I always agreed with all requests, which were few.That was a matter 
of belief* I do not believe that any cf us can own such a subject, I do believe tiiat 
all views should be available to the people (boforo I knoew how craxy they could get) 
and i b/we alwats allowed anyone who wonted it free and uns^Cervized access to all I 
have* Plus the use of our copier* 

For some years we ^lso ,.<robided a place to stay* I i ly wife managed a Liock in- 
4oue tax office. When she decided to do teat work for herself our 3pqre bedroom 
became her office and wo could no longer ^t people up* The ^r odens, for Sample, 
weakened hero often seemo in rotrodpect almost overy weekend* Gordon his his first 

would bring it, we’d go over it, etc* t)ic first book his na<~me is on 
was written by liis coauthor naraec Mode-, who by hap^ensatnee wa3 in a osok- position to 
dteal much from being ab&e to over liajr what I was telling an editor who was interested, 
he s id, in a series of articles* 

Druco McKinney is one who was profuse in his thanks* I gatfe the copy of his 
thesis he sunt me to ^ood so students oould use it so } cannot qu^te what he said ih 
it. Ho was a struggling instructor at **enn State then* $e stayed in touch from his teach- 
ing postsjln several other colleges an uni varsities* He spent u week or so here. I h:;ve 
a seapate file on him and ou others like him. 

With some I* v e had little correspondence , like Lifton. A ri>u should have noticed 

that in hi., ^est evidence, which is neither, ho begin contriving to ake creit for 

decadoa ti 

what Jiad been published two o ■ JxBsa earlier, particularly by me. is a th£if and he lias 
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oven bragged iuV/ri ting of his intended tvdovery and then of liin doing it as ho said lie 
v/ould. Tliat was in letters t= Meagher* 

"ivingsone, a world-class nuisance, w*/ here often, taking mucj; of my time, 
and doi:ig no work, just trying to impress mo with how important he was. He liad an 
assistant, a Baltimore cop moonlighting, who spent a groat eal o^ time here and made 
innumerable copies* It was a long fcii«o before i realized tliat he was a thief and that 
he as stealing for ldfton, not Livingstone, with those two mortal enq^nijo! Ho stole 

only copies of ny records, not Fula records, and of pic tires, fc'liich canot be laced. 

4 

i can't begin to remember them all. 1 gave i] eagher a copy of the limited 

cJ 

e»lition of Whitewash and told her tu feel free to isake any use she uanted.Mit having 
seen the boc k as she then liad it I do not know if she followed up on what 5 had but 
if she did she ms welcome to it* 

I 


In recent years - have earned u not inconsiderable unpopularity by debunking 
the theories held so dearW so many. They take tiiat ad personal insults from what 


a fine nan 3 JJr. Gary Aguilar , said in maicin ; the Cola coal^ic^on^^^tical Assassina- 


'(ions ward to me last October* I liavo n ent much time with 

.... 


J 


and he is a very 
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buoj fan., fino optlialaialoeid^. On hc«^.:i^ tiiat la^ekd liira if when ha believed his 
cliildren needed spanking: v;hcjV he ' J ipatam them ho was expressing hatred. Ho did not 
respond. H-; and another doctor are worldnr; on a theory without adequate knowledge 
of wliat is relevant and not known t.. them. 

To begin with X did resent the thievery. But I got usee/ to it and do not mind 
it, in fact rather expect it. ^hat J[ mind more i3 those v;$uld-he Perry r.iasons being in 
fact iv eystone /pps and not aokfcLng me. But I suppose if theydid that they'd not have 
wliat tiie.M think they liavo* 

For example, in a chicken-sliit supposed revie v; of u aoe Open a character named 
Vries crjjcizied me for not making any reference to those Dealey Plaza 

"Tramps." They had, never had, any relevance. His criticsm was two year* aftur the police 
roco*^ were disclosed and more than 15 years after the disclosure of the FBI in- 
vestigation of tlicni thiit x liad forced. Tliui^was for what is noU^callod The 
^ourth ^ecade. 

For a convention they zero 1 laving about a year and a iialf ago ^eorge Micliael 
tlvioq, v/h \/rote a boo: I never bothered to get, solicited a paper on me as a govern- 
ment agont. After I'd sued tlio hell out of the government for more than a decade, had 
forced disclsoure of a third of a million liad led tp the amending of FOIA 

in 1974* and had set a few J.egal precedents. 

I do not mind tiiat those nut^djft notlTlove me but ± do wish they's ask an not 
derive and niislead the people. 

Bo it is also a bit complicated. 

It is now a physical impossibility for me to get all those tilings together and 
to send tliem. For cveral rtasons. Hoover, it will all be at ^ood College and I do 
really believe what ~ began ebelievig, tiiat the reflection of peoples' feelingi^as 
reflected .ji aAiy.many thousands of letters can be significant. More people do not 
believe the official ntjofology tlian will talk about it. 

Over the years X cannot bogii^ft td refall all the newspapers and TV people 
who have been here. For wliat they did, what they c^piesd, thre will be no reccr^is. 

They used the phone. lies archers from the paper* and magazine* 4rave been here 
and the./ also copied what they wrjitod to copy. 1 have no idea wliat. But they were not 
stealing although the^ did nut give their source. 

rv i |J lJ 

On tiiat time (eft matter yo«f racntiqtyj , 0 tween your previous letter And this one 

I conflated a manuscript of about 75 >000 uordd on the sick, pathetic book by former 


FBI S ii James r atrick iA osty, Jr., A3si nmont: Oswald . IsVen his tiilo is a lie. 

Before tliat in not in^ch more time I did a ma^Uscript on ^ Betrayal in Dalla s , 
a o:»ck mid ^ifgusting book by a *1$ in history, V/alt Brown, v;ho told me he had 
been an Fj££ u^at agent. 
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1 tliinlc the volume of roguli-daft nanucript3 leave v;ill ourpriso you, 
they total tlia^fS^# .-pages, that much work. 

It time it will all be available for others to use. 

I hope tliat it wi«J>H nG used and will bo used well. 

I do appreciate wliat you have in mind and ± liave no suspicions about you. But 
then I d ehl all tho time with those about whom liave suspicions. Fact is, I’d 
be phased w$cro your prefect possible. I do thank you for tho thought and 

th£ willingness. 

^ost wishes, * 

If it is not clear, lett *rs of inquiry are udzed in the files with all other letters. 
I do liave separate files where I wrote to make a record for history and where the 
volume of the correspondence required it. 

I wa3 not aware uf Thw ^in iila s Letters } I have not seen or heard from Sprague 
f r several decades, hurr was hero jast year wiW a friend. They are working on the 
impossible belief tliat Greer shot JFK with a pistol while drifting that limo. I tried 
to debunk it for then. They were not recejjtiVe . Iam the one who go' SpraJjue in- 
terested iy/ locating all the pictures possible, in the 60s. Both are good people. On 
Similas, it was not tliat x believed ho had to liave valuable pictures, which was pos- 
sible. 1 *«rote that to roflct the character of the official v, investigation." 


